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10-year-old shuttler Riya battles
pain to overcome opponents

= bihan.sengupta@htlive.com

MUMBAI:It is tough to find sports-
persons who play with injuries
in three categories simultane-
ously let alone in rounds that
would noteven earn oneamedal.
Butfor10-year-old Riya Vinker-
her, paintakesabackseatevery
time she wants to step on court.

Riya suffers from Osgood-
Schlatter disease, one where
inflammation happens right
below the knee role where the
kneecap’stendon attachesitself
to the shinbone. Given that the
chances of the inflammation
increaseswith physical activity,
shesuffersthemost when sheis
playing. But that is what keeps
her going.

“Initially Ithoughtitisanor-
mal pain like it happens with
kids who play somuch. She had
been complainingabout it for the
past two-three months. Butitis
onlyaround 15daysback when it
got diagnosed as the Osgood-
Schlatter disease,” her father

= Riya Vinkerher

said, applyinganice-pack on her
knee, something that has now
sort of become a routine every
time Riya completes amatch.
On Tuesday as well, as Riya
earned herselfaspotin the semi-
final of the under-11 category of
PNB MetLife Junior Badminton
Championship, her excitement
could be sensed with every
successful smash. She also par-
ticipated in under-13 and
under-15 categories.
Barringthetapeson herknee,
nothing gaveaway thatshe was

playingthrough pain. “Istarted
shoutingon court after watching
Carolina Marindoso. Initially, I
used to do it consciously...
sometimesto celebrate the point
or to motivate myself. It has
now turned into a habit and
comes naturally. It boosts me,”
Riya said at the sidelines at the
Andheri Sports Complex.

A student of the Jitesh Pad-
ukone Shuttlers’ Academy in
Sion, Riya had taken up badmin-
ton at the age of six. Reason? I11-
ness, yet again. She said, “I
wouldn’t keep too well. Fever,
cough and cold, etc. something
or the other would always keep
croppingupandIwouldfall sick
too often. Someone suggested I
should go out and play more to
stay physicallyfit. Now, badmin-
ton is what I want to make a
careeroutof.”

Her stubbornness has helped
her clinch gold in the girls’
under-10 category at the state
championships last year and
emerge champion at the
MSSA tournament.
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Raghav, Aditi emerge champs

Mumbai

Raghav Narayan and Aditi
Yadav signed off the champi-
onship, winning the under-9
boys and girls respectively; in
the Mumbai leg of the PNB
MetLife junior badminton
championship, which con-
cluded at the Andheri Sports
Complex here on Thursday
Raghav got the better of
Mayuresh Bhutki 15-13; 6-15;
15-14, while Aditi defeated
Suhani S Patil in straight
games 15-5; 15-5.

The winners were felicitat-
ed by Anand Pawar, former
international badminton
player and the coach of Pune
Franchisie in Premeire Bad-
minton League; Sanjay Shar-
ma, former international
player and Former Sports
Commentator; Naveen Chat-
terjee, ex- team member, U
Mumba team and S A Shetty.

secretary, Maharashtra Bad-

minton Association.

Results (all finals)

Boys (U-9): Raghav Narayan bt
Mayuresh Bhutki (15-13; 6-15; 15-
14); Under-11: Dev Ruparelia bt
Soneesh S Singh (15-12; 10-15;
15-7); Under-13: Kayaan Majithia
def. Annirudh Gaur (15-8;15-5);
Under-15: Sharan Pillai def. Harshil
Doshi (15-7; 13-15; 15-7); Under-
17: Siddharth Bhuta def. Vinil

Mokhade (9-15; 15-5; 15-8) Girls
(U-9): Aditi Yadav bt Suhani S.
Patil (15-5; 15-5); Under-11: Riya
Vinherkar bt Aditi Sharma (15-11;
6-15; 15-14); Under-13: Naishaa
Kaur Bhatoye bt Nirmitee Jitendra
Gajbhiye (15-6;7-15;15-8); Under-
15: Nirmitee Jitendra Gajbhiye def.
Naishaa Kaur Bhatoye (15-8; 8-15;
15-14); Under-17: Saanvi Vikas
Mukadam def. Naishaa Kaur
Bhatoye (15-8; 15-12)
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NAISHAA WINS U-13 GIRLS TITLE, LOSES U-15 AND U-17 FINAL

Naishaa Kaur Bhatoye won the Under-13
girls singles title of the PNB MetLife
Junior Badminton Championship (JBC) after

defeating Nirmitee Jitendra Gajbhiyel5-6;7- e

15;15-8 in the final at Andheri Sports Complex.
However, Nirmitee got her revenge by defeat-
ing Naishaa 15-8; 8-15; 15-14 in the U-15 final and
lift the title. Talented Naishaa was in the U-17
final as well where she went down to Saanvi
Vikas Mukadam in straight sets 8-15, 12-15.
Siddharth Bhuta won the Under-17 boys sin-
gles title while Sharan Pillai bagged U-15 title
and Kayaan Majithia won boys singles U-13
tile. Raghav Narayan and Aditi Yadav won the

boys and girls U-9 title respectively. Dev
Ruparelia and Riya Vinherkar bagged the
boys and girls title respectively in the U-11 cat-

gory.

“PNB  MetLife Junior = Badminton
Championship is a good platform to encour-
age emerging Badminton talents of the coun-
try. It is phenomenal to see that the number of
kids participating in this tournament is
increasing every passing year. This is testa-
ment to the growing popularity of Badminton
as a sport in India,” said former internation-
al player Anand Pawar who felicitated the
winners.

10}
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on a high
note

while ago, one of the
Atop private life insurance
companies in India
(fiscal 2019), PNB MetLife
kick-started the Mumbai leg
of PNB MetLife Junior
Badminton Championship
(JBC) — Season 5. It is one
of the biggest badminton
open-platforms in India for
aspiring shuttlers aged five to
17. The Mumbai leg concluded
recently, bringing out top
shuttlers from the city.

The winners were
felicitated by Anand Pawar,
former international
badminton player and current
coach of the Pune franchise
in Premier Badminton
League; Sanjay Sharma,
former international
badminton player and former
sports commentator; Naveen
Chatterjee, ex-team member,
U Mumba team; and
SA Shetty, secretary, the
Maharashtra Badminton
Association.

Nipun Kaushal, chief
marketing officer, PNB

Entertainment & Promotional Features

Concluding .

a—
MR BC

MetLife, said, “During
the last PNB MetLife Junior
Badminton Championship, we
reached out to 8,000+ budding
badminton enthusiasts from
across the country. In the fifth
edition, we aspired to touch
the lives of many more
aspiring shuttlers. Aligned to
this agenda, last week we
launched the JBC Boot Camp,
a virtual badminton boot
camp that hosts sessions from
badminton stalwarts such as
PV Sindhu, U Vimal Kumar,
Vijay Lancy, Anup Sridhar
and more. Now, badminton
aspirants from across the
country will get a chance to
learn about the techniques of
the game, mental ability,
fitness, nourishment, and
soon.”

On the occasion, Pawar

said, “PNB MetLife Junior
Badminton Championship is
a good platform to encourage
badminton talents in the
country. It is phenomenal to
see that the number of kids
participating in this

A shuttler in
action at the
championship

Winners and participants of PNB MetLife Junior Badminton Championship - 5 (Mumbai leg)

tournament is increasing
every year.”

Sharma said, “I am glad
that companies like PNB
MetLife have come forward to
support tournament, which
aims to support the young

badminton champions.” HTC
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Headline : Anand Pawar for multi-specialty Domain : Business Standard

badminton courts in Mumbai
Date : July 25,2019 Journalist: FP] Bureau

pecnalty badmlnton courts-in- mumba1 119072501498 1.html

Former India international Anand Pawar on Thursday emphasised the need to have to multi-
specialty badminton courts in the metropolis, which he said, will help aspiring players.

Pawar, along with former player Sanjay Sharma, felicitated the winners of Mumbai leg of
'PNB MetLife Junior Badminton Championship (JBC)-5' here.

Speaking on the occasion, Pawar said, "I feel platforms like these need to burgeon to address
the issues of lack of infrastructure, access to professional coaches and the unavailability of
right physical training faced in badminton."

"This has become a necessity and not a privilege given the increasing number of talented
players in the country. To start off with, we need good multi-facility badminton courts,
specially in Mumbai," he said.

"Even today, a majority of kids are playing in places equipped with just one or two courts.

"These courts should have gyms and other facilities that will help in imparting the right
physical training," added Pawar, who is also the coach of the Pune team in the Premier
Badminton League.

Among the JBC winners were Sharan Pillai (boys singles U-15), who defeated Harshil Doshi
(15-7; 13-15; 15-7), Nirmitee Gajbhiye (girls singles U-15), who defeated Naishaa Kaur
Bhatoye (15-8; 8-15; 15-14).

In the Boys' Singles U-17 category, Siddharth Bhuta emerged victorious after defeating Vinil
Mokhade (9-15; 15-5; 15-8), while in the girls Singles U-17 category, Saanvi Mukadam beat
Naishaa Kaur Bhatoye (15-8; 15-12) to emerge triumphunt.

(This story has not been edited by Business Standard staff and is auto-generated from a
syndicated feed.)
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Headline : PNB MetLife junior badminton Domain : Free Press Journal
championship: Raghav Narayan, Aditi Yadav

emerge champs
Date : July 26, 2019 Journalist: FP] Bureau

championship-raghav-narayan-aditi-yadav-emerge-champs

Mumbai: Raghav Narayan and Aditi Yadav signed off the championship, winning the under-9 boys
and girls respectively, in the Mumbai leg of the PNB MetLife junior badminton championship,

which concluded at the Andheri Sports Complex here on Thursday Raghav got the better of Mayuresh
Bhutki 15-13; 6-15; 15-14, while Aditi defeated Suhani S Patil in straight games 15-5; 15-5.

The winners were felicitated by Anand Pawar, former international badminton player and the coach
of Pune Franchisie in Premeire Badminton League; Sanjay Sharma, former international player and
Former Sports Commentator; Naveen Chatterjee, ex- team member, U Mumba team and S A Shetty.
secretary, Maharashtra Badminton Association.

Results (all finals)

Boys (U-9): Raghav Narayan bt Mayuresh Bhutki (15-13; 6-15; 15-14); Under-11: Dev Ruparelia bt
Soneesh S Singh (15-12; 10-15; 15-7); Under-13: Kayaan Majithia def. Annirudh Gaur (15-8;15-5);
Under-15: Sharan Pillai def. Harshil Doshi (15-7; 13-15; 15-7); Under-17: Siddharth Bhuta def. Vinil
Mokhade (9-15; 15-5; 15-8) Girls (U-9): Aditi Yadav bt Suhani S. Patil (15-5; 15-5); Under-11: Riya
Vinherkar bt Aditi Sharma (15-11; 6-15; 15-14); Under-13: Naishaa Kaur Bhatoye bt Nirmitee
Jitendra Gajbhiye (15-6;7-15;15-8); Under-15: Nirmitee Jitendra Gajbhiye def. Naishaa Kaur Bhatoye
(15-8; 8-15; 15-14); Under-17: Saanvi Vikas Mukadam def. Naishaa Kaur Bhatoye (15-8; 15-12)
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Headline : Anand Pawar for multi-specialty Domain : Devdiscourse

badminton courts in Mumbai
Date : July 26,2019 Journalist: PTI

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/sports-games/610947-anand-pawar-for-
multi-specialty-badminton-courts-in-mumbai

Former India international Anand Pawar on Thursday emphasised the need to have to multi-
specialty badminton courts in the metropolis, which he said, will help aspiring players. Pawar, along
with former player Sanjay Sharma, felicitated the winners of Mumbai leg of 'PNB MetLife Junior
Badminton Championship (JBC)-5" here.

Speaking on the occasion, Pawar said, "I feel platforms like these need to burgeon to address the
issues of lack of infrastructure, access to professional coaches and the unavailability of right physical
training faced in badminton." "This has become a necessity and not a privilege given the increasing
number of talented players in the country. To start off with, we need good multi-facility badminton
courts, specially in Mumbai," he said. "Even today, a majority of kids are playing in places equipped
with just one or two courts.

"These courts should have gyms and other facilities that will help in imparting the right physical
training," added Pawar, who is also the coach of the Pune team in the Premier Badminton League.
Among the JBC winners were Sharan Pillai (boys singles U-15), who defeated Harshil Doshi (15-7;
13-15; 15-7), Nirmitee Gajbhiye (girls singles U-15), who defeated Naishaa Kaur Bhatoye (15-8; 8-
15; 15-14).

In the Boys' Singles U-17 category, Siddharth Bhuta emerged victorious after defeating Vinil Mokhade
(9-15; 15-5; 15-8), while in the girls Singles U-17 category, Saanvi Mukadam beat Naishaa Kaur
Bhatoye (15-8; 15-12) to emerge triumphunt..

(This story has not been edited by Devdiscourse staff and is auto-generated from a syndicated feed.)
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Headline : Mumbai's Siddharth rallies to beat | Domain : The Times of India

Nagpur's Vinil in Junior Badminton
Championship final

‘ Date : July 26, 2019 Journalist: Suhas Nayse

rallles to-beat-nagpurs-vinil-in-junior-badminton-championship-

final/articleshow/70385485.cms

NAGPUR: The giant-killing run of Vinil Mokhade was stopped in the final of the PNB MetLife Junior
Badminton Championship which concluded at the Andheri Sports Complex in Mumbai on Thursday.

In an exciting U-17 boys singles summit clash, Nagpur's Vinil gave a big scare to top seed Siddharth
Bhuta before going down fighting. Mumbai teenager Siddharth edged past unseeded Vinil 9-15, 15-
5,15-8 in 28 minutes.

Tall and lanly Vinil began with a bang and captured the first game quite easily. However, Siddharth,
a trainee of Uday Pawar Badminton Academy, staged a strong recovery to claim the next two games.

Earlier in the semifinal, Vinil stunned second seed Atharva Joshi of Mumbai 11-15, 15-11, 15-12 in
half an hour to reach the final. Vinil was the lone city player to reach the final as others crashed out
on the penultimate day of the five-day competition on Wednesday.

Mumbai's Naishaa Kaur Bhatoye missed the double crown by a whisker.

The talented shuttler grabbed the U-13 girls singles beating Nirmitee Gajbhiye in three games. But
later in the day, Nirmitee avenged the loss by claiming the U-15 girls singles crown by a wafer thin
margin.

Naishaa also had to be satisfied with the runner-up spot in the U-17 girls singles. Unseeded Saanvi
Mukadam downed second seed Naishaa in all-Mumbai battle.

The U-11 boys singles title was annexed by Dev Ruparelia, who ousted Soneesh S Singh 15-12, 10-15,
15-7 in a thriller.

All the finalists of various age groups have now qualified for the grand finale to be held at New Delhi
in September.

Results (All Singles Finals)
U-9 boys: Raghav Narayan bt Mayuresh Bhutki 15-13, 6-15, 15-14.
U-9 girls: Aditi Yadav bt Suhani S Patil 15-5, 15-5.

U-11 boys: Dev Ruparelia bt Soneesh S Singh 15-12, 10-15, 15-7.



https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/sports/badminton/mumbais-siddharth-rallies-to-beat-nagpurs-vinil-in-junior-badminton-championship-final/articleshow/70385485.cms
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U-11 girls: 2-Riya Vinherkar bt Aditi Sharma 15-11, 6-15, 15-14.

U-13 boys: Kayaan Majithia bt Annirudh Gaur 15-8, 15-5.

U-13 girls: 1-Naishaa Kaur Bhatoye bt 2-Nirmitee Gajbhiye 15-6, 7-15, 15-8.
U-15 boys: 1-Sharan Pillai bt Harshil Doshi 15-7, 13-15, 15-7.

U-15 girls: 2-Nirmitee Gajbhiye bt 1-Naishaa Kaur Bhatoye 15-11, 8-15, 15-14.
U-17 boys: 1-Siddharth Bhuta bt Vinil Mokhade 9-15, 15-5, 15-8.

U-17 girls: Saanvi Mukadam bt 2-Naishaa Kaur Bhatoye 15-8, 15-12.
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Headline : SPO-BAD-TOURNEY Domain : The Week
Date : July 26,2019 Journalist: PTI

https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/sports/2019/07 /25 /spb4-spo-bad-
tourney.html

Anand Pawar for multi-specialty badminton courts in Mumbai
Mumbai, Jul 25 (PTI) Former India international Anand
Pawar on Thursday emphasised the need to have to multi-
specialty badminton courts in the metropolis, which he said,
will help aspiring players.

Pawar, along with former player Sanjay Sharma,

felicitated the winners of Mumbai leg of 'PNB MetLife Junior
Badminton Championship (JBC)-5" here.

Speaking on the occasion, Pawar said, "I feel

platforms like these need to burgeon to address the issues of
lack of infrastructure, access to professional coaches and the
unavailability of right physical training faced in badminton."
"This has become a necessity and not a privilege given

the increasing number of talented players in the country. To
start off with, we need good multi-facility badminton courts,
specially in Mumbai," he said.

"Even today, a majority of kids are playing in places
equipped with just one or two courts.

"These courts should have gyms and other facilities

that will help in imparting the right physical training,"

added Pawar, who is also the coach of the Pune team in the
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Premier Badminton League.

Among the ]JBC winners were Sharan Pillai (boys singles
U-15), who defeated Harshil Doshi (15-7; 13-15; 15-7),
Nirmitee Gajbhiye (girls singles U-15), who defeated Naishaa
Kaur Bhatoye (15-8; 8-15; 15-14).

In the Boys' Singles U-17 category, Siddharth Bhuta

emerged victorious after defeating Vinil Mokhade (9-15; 15-5;
15-8), while in the girls Singles U-17 category, Saanvi
Mukadam beat Naishaa Kaur Bhatoye (15-8; 15-12) to emerge
triumphunt. PTI NRB

RSY RSY
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Headline : PNB MetLife junior badminton Domain : Yahoo! News
championship: Raghav Narayan, Aditi Yadav

emerge champs
Date : July 26, 2019 Journalist: -

https://in.news.vahoo.com/pnb-metlife-j
031409517.html

Mumbai: Raghav Narayan and Aditi Yadav signed off the championship, winning the under-9 boys
and girls respectively, in the Mumbai leg of the PNB MetLife junior badminton championship,

which concluded at the Andheri Sports Complex here on Thursday Raghav got the better of Mayuresh
Bhutki 15-13; 6-15; 15-14, while Aditi defeated Suhani S Patil in straight games 15-5; 15-5.

The winners were felicitated by Anand Pawar, former international badminton player and the coach
of Pune Franchisie in Premeire Badminton League; Sanjay Sharma, former international player and
Former Sports Commentator; Naveen Chatterjee, ex- team member, U Mumba team and S A Shetty.
secretary, Maharashtra Badminton Association.

Results (all finals)

Boys (U-9): Raghav Narayan bt Mayuresh Bhutki (15-13; 6-15; 15-14); Under-11: Dev Ruparelia bt
Soneesh S Singh (15-12; 10-15; 15-7); Under-13: Kayaan Majithia def. Annirudh Gaur (15-8;15-5);
Under-15: Sharan Pillai def. Harshil Doshi (15-7; 13-15; 15-7); Under-17: Siddharth Bhuta def. Vinil
Mokhade (9-15; 15-5; 15-8) Girls (U-9): Aditi Yadav bt Suhani S. Patil (15-5; 15-5); Under-11: Riya
Vinherkar bt Aditi Sharma (15-11; 6-15; 15-14); Under-13: Naishaa Kaur Bhatoye bt Nirmitee
Jitendra Gajbhiye (15-6;7-15;15-8); Under-15: Nirmitee Jitendra Gajbhiye def. Naishaa Kaur Bhatoye
(15-8; 8-15; 15-14); Under-17: Saanvi Vikas Mukadam def. Naishaa Kaur Bhatoye (15-8; 15-12)
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